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Early Childhood Sector Investment 

Goulburn Region Preschool Association (GRPSA) is a not for profit, Early Years approved 

provider for 17 early childhood services across Moira, Strathbogie, Greater Shepparton and 

Campaspe Shires. GRPSA has been serving the community since 1988, with the goal of 

creating a safe, exciting, engaging environment for children, families and educators.  

 

GRPSA welcomes the announcement from the Victorian State Government today which 

includes: 

• A new $9 billion investment in early education 

• Free 3 and 4 year old kinder from 2023 

• 50 new government owned integrated centres to deliver child care, kinder and pre-

prep 

• A new universal “Pre-Prep” for 4 year olds to be developed over the next 10 years 

with 30 hours a week of funded quality play-based learning 

CEO Ronni Druitt said “GRPSA is thankful that early childhood has been made a priority of 

the State Government.  Free Kinder will benefit our regional and rural families more now so 

than ever with the cost of living rising so quickly.  Extra hours will allow our parents to get to 

work without the extra burden of costs. However, our pressing concern is the early 

childhood educator and teacher staff shortage which has become dire within our sector 

during and post-COVID.  The press release today did not mention how we are planning on 

staffing these increased hours.  We eagerly await the consultation process which we intend 

to participate in. Investment in the workforce is integral for this to work”. 

“We are especially interested to see how this funding will affect our small standalone 

services in rural areas, as there seems to be a move away from the standalone model to a 

more integrated model.  This may work in metro areas but not in regional and rural areas 

where there are significant travel constraints for families.  We need to ensure that the voice 

of small communities are heard. says Ronni Druitt”   

For more information on GRPSA, please contact Ronni Druitt, CEO, 0401 638 720 or email 
ronni@grpsa.com.au. Please visit our website at www.grpsa.com.au 
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