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IN 2020, WE PROVIDED EARLY
CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS FOR  
736 CHILDREN AT OVER 16
DIFFERENT LOCATIONS.
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CEO & CHAIR
REPORT

CARL NORTON, CHAIR
RONNI DRUITT, CEO

PAGE 2



"SUE WAS A GREAT AMBASSADOR FOR
GRPSA AND EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION"
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"SUE WAS ABLE TO CONVINCE THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT TO APPROVE MORE OCCASIONAL CARE
FUNDING. THIS RESULTED IN AN INCREASE IN
OCCASIONAL CARE PLACES ACROSS AUSTRALIA!"
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CONGRATULATIONS NETA!
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GPRSA Life Membership awarded to Junieta (Neta) Kirby.

for your support, dedication and quality
services to GRPSA, for over 25 years, Neta!



2020 IN NUMBERS



OUR FAMILIES
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There was a positive result in overall satisfaction, with three quarters (76%) of
parents agreeing or strongly agreeing that they are satisfied with their centres.
Quality of program and staff and reputation of centres continue to be the main
drivers of choice for GRPSA services. Some areas of improvement that were
mentioned were communication, updated facilities and more consistent staffing.
GRPSA and the centres have been working hard at addressing these issues. 

"Very happy with the educator making time to talk to me about my
child’s progress. Also keeping in contact over the COVID pandemic as I
chose to keep my child home for a period of time. Support from
educators was wonderful."

"Friendly well educated staff that know what is important
in child development."

"Staff are wonderful and caring of children. Immense support
during Covid when we weren't attending."

"Very friendly experienced staff. Lots of outdoor free play. They take a huge
interest in our kids."

FAMILY COMMENTS & FEEDBACK

"My child can be difficult but the staff are awesome with him."

"Thank you for all the wonderful work you do."
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AVENEL
PRESCHOOL
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AVENEL
PRESCHOOL
REPORT 

At the beginning of 2020, I
returned to Avenel
Kindergarten with a ten-
week plan. I was going to
sing some songs, play
some games and do some
puzzles, before flying back
to Tasmania to continue
teaching in a school
setting. 

Avenel had other plans for
me.

In the '80s, members of
the Avenel community
identified a need and
worked tirelessly to build a
kindergarten from the
ground up. 

In 2020, we adopted the
motto 'Growing with Our
Community' to represent
our commitment to being
part of something bigger
than ourselves.

I strongly believe that it
takes a village to raise a
child, and it is the strength
of our community that
allowed our service to not
only survive, but thrive
during the COVID-19
pandemic. As a community
of learners, we climbed to
the highest heights of the 

tanbark piles, and dug to the
very bottom of the sandpit. 

We cooked over the firepit,
worked with real tools at our
workbench, created art with
a variety of materials, built
enormous constructions
from branches, blocks and
boxes and created face
masks with needles and
threads.

In response to COVID-19, we
took our kindergarten into
the digital world for the first
time, offering daily
provocations for learning
using the Storybox Library.

These provocations were
shared not only with the
children of our community,
but other families within our
wider social network, through
our existing Facebook page,
and our newly established
Instagram platform.

Both the children physically
attending the service, and
those engaging in virtual
learning through our Play at
Home, Stay at Home program
were involved in local and
global initiatives, including
the Rainbow Trail and the
Teddy Bear Hunt. 

While we were unable to head
into our community, we
brought the community to us,
engaging in virtual
excursions the National
Gallery of Victoria, a visit
from Ditto at Bravehearts,
Smiles 4 Miles, GV Water,
meeting mini-beasts and
enjoying an online visit from
Herbert Peabody and his
friend Bianca.

We are proud members of
the Stephanie Alexander
Kitchen Garden program and
in 2020, we set about
creating a dedicated 'food
forest' in the front yard. 

Our front yard was poorly
utilised, barren and full of
rubbish and discarded items
at the beginning of the year,
but through collaboration
with and donations from the
wider community, we
sourced large apple crates
and garden beds made from
recycled materials to house
our plants, while a local
business and the Strathbogie
Shire provided the service
with soil and mulch to fill
these beds.

Seedlings, seeds and fruit
trees donated by local
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Emma Larsen
Service Leader
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BARMAH
KINDERGARTEN
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BARMAH
KINDERGARTEN
REPORT 

Here is the woka (land).
Here is the yurratha (sky).
Here are my anganya, (friends).
Here am ngain (I).
We thank the Yenbena
(Aboriginal) people of the area.
On which we dagaba (play)
today.

This is the acknowledgement
that the children have learnt,
with actions, as part of our
Yorta Yorta Language program
at Barmah Kindergarten, with
the help of our Indigenous Field
worker/Language teacher,
Roxanne Atkinson. 

The Yorta Yorta language is
taught as part of the program
and it is done through games,
songs and stories. The children
build their sense of community
and identity as they confidently
remember the words they have
learnt.

As part of our school readiness
funding, we had coaching from
Annette Sax on how to embed
the Indigenous culture into our
program fully. 

With over 50  percent of our
children being Indigenous, as a
centre we believe that this
something we need to continue
to evolve and develop.

One of her ideas was to print a
book. 

Our story 'Our Walk to
Wanagaga (bush)" is about
what the children discovered
and did on their many walks
to the Barmah forest. This
story was beautifully printed
and was well received by the
families and community.

Copies of our books and now
being used  during
professional development
for teachers in Sydney.

While 2020 was a year like
no other, Barmah
Kindergarten & Occasional
Care operated without too
much interruption. As the
children continued to attend
most sessions, they adapted
quickly to being dropped and
picked up at the door which
saw the children grow in
independence and
confidence. 

Our biggest issue was
dealing with the NSW
government, after the bridge
was closed, we fought to get
it opened. We had to work
out the permits that were
needed for children to
attend our kindergarten, and
for staff to cross the bridge.
 
The biggest challenge during
2020 was the limitation on       
parents and visitor access.

We couldn’t have any
incursions or excursions, so
we needed to be creative in
how we did things. 

We started hanging photo’s
on an easel at the front door
for parents and carer's to see
what the kids had done
during their kinder session.
This was well received by the
families and we are
continuing doing this in 2021.

During term 2 and 3, the
children’s favourite activity
was the fire pit. We cooked 
 pancakes, johnny cakes,
potatoes, sausages ,
marshmallows and even a
roast chicken. We loved
sharing our yummy roast
chicken amongst the children
and educators at Barmah
Kindergarten and Occasional
Care community.
 
During 2020, we missed
going out into the
community, but got very
excited when the
government allowed ‘bush
kindergartens’ and so we
would often head off to
explore the Barmah forest.
This was a messy, but fun,
trip for the kids. 

We would often come back to
kinder, wet and / or muddy
but we had learnt so much. 
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Robyn Trickery
Early Childhood Manager
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COLBINABBIN
PRE-SCHOOL
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COLBINABBIN 
PRE-SHOOL
REPORT 

What an interesting year
to look back and reflect
on. We never would have
guessed what was in store
for us in January…but we
have made it through one
of the most challenging
years in recent times. 

We began the year with 12
kinder enrolments and 6
pre-kinder enrolments and
the decision was made to
run a separate day for pre
kinder. 

This meant the kinder was
open on Mon-Thurs. We
also welcomed Holly
Guerra to Colbinabbin as
our new Early Childhood
Teacher. 

With a great deal of
excitement we welcomed
children and families to
kinder, however it wasn’t
long before the COVID-19
pandemic changed
everything. 

Holly and Jenni managed
to squeeze in a walk to the
newly painted Silo’s in
Colbinabbin before all
excursions were called off.
Restrictions and
lockdowns were to follow.

Kinder stayed open during
the lockdowns and Holly,
Jenni and Jennie engaged
with smaller numbers of
children at our centre,
making every effort to make
each day full of fun and
learning. 

They also supported families
to stay connected and
engage with learning from
home.

For some this meant phone
calls, for others emails and
for all there were packs of
activities available to be
sent home.

Later in the year children
returned to kinder and
restrictions were eased.
Throughout all the
challenges and changes that
we faced we tried to provide
a high quality educational
program.

Some of the highlights were
the Easter egg hunt, teddy
bears picnic, remembrance
day, NAIDOC activities,
bathers day, a picnic at John
and Glenys Avard’s, photo
day, school visits, footy day
and a Christmas party. 

The children and Kathy,
Mary, Jenni and Jennie were
very excited when Holly
visited with her new baby
Darby.

So a big congratulations 
to all the children who
attended Colbinabbin Kinder
in 2020. They certainly
showed how resilient they
are and capable of adapting
to change.

We feel that we must 
also acknowledge and
congratulate families on
how accepting they were of
all the changes we 
had to make to keep our
program running. 

They sometimes seemed to
change daily as to what we
could and couldn’t do.

These were all made to
ensure everyone’s safety
and make sure that every
child still had access to high
quality education.

It has been a pleasure to
work in the Colbinabbin
Kinder team in 2020. 

PAGE 16



Kathy Ryan
Early Childhood Teacher
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EILLEEN TAYLOR
KINDERGARTEN
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EILLEEN TAYLOR
KINDERGARTEN
REPORT 

It has been an extremely
busy year of learning and
inquiry, of change and
much uncertainty. 

This report reflects the
journey we have had
throughout the 2020 year
and acknowledges the
achievements,
improvements, highlights
and contributions from our
children and families.

We would like to thank the
2020 Committee and our
management body GRPSA
for their contribution to
the kindergarten and
continued support to all
the Educators. 

This has been a very
different year and
everyone has done a
wonderful job in such
unprecedented times.

As stated in our
kindergarten Philosophy, it
is our strong belief at ETK
that children learn through
play. 

We provide the children
and their families with a
structured routine play
environment in which they
learn to make choices.

In the 2020 year we have
provided a program for 59
children and their families.

We have had to make
some significant changes
and do our best with the
situation we were all faced
with.

We adapted the program
to offer learning
opportunities for both
children attending onsite
and for those learning from
home.  Each Educator
played their part in
contributing to the
kindergarten program and
to each child’s learning.

Term 1:
The kindergarten program
each year begins with
many and varied
challenges. The program
focused on learning one
another’s names and
developing communication
skills to aid in establishing
friendships and playing
together as a group. The
children and educators
learned to adjust to the
new environment and
master the routines of
toileting, snack and lunch
times, mat-time, group
experiences and 

investigating rules that
make the kindergarten a
safe and comfortable
place to learn, grow,
develop and play.

Some of our learning
topics in term 1 included
Summer, Under the Sea,
Harmony Week and
developing a sense of
Identity.

Towards the end of term,
after 9 weeks, we were
forced to adapt our
thinking and program
provision to manage the
changes that COVID-19
brought. This saw us
challenge our philosophy,
beliefs, practices and all
that we thought we knew.

There is nothing like a truly
unprecedented challenge
to bring out the best in
everyone.

Term 2
With lockdown occurring
during Term 2,
approximately 1/3 of our
children returned to onsite
learning. However,
numbers fluctuated daily
and this created a sizeable
concern for educators who
were forced to maintain a 
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learning curriculum for
both onsite and offsite
learners. 

Effectively, this doubled
the workload of staff and
placed immense
pressure on families at
home. We decided to
introduce take home
packs for those children
learning from home.

Feedback from families
indicated that the
learning packs were a
valuable and life-saving
resource. We completed
two rounds of take-home
learning packs during
term 2.  

For those children
attending onsite
learning, the curriculum
was severely restricted
due to the provision of
activities/experiences
being limited. 

We were unable to
conduct with the
introduced restrictions -
sensory play, one on one
activities, singing, and
cooking experiences to
name just a few. 

However, we all adapted
well and the changes
were not detrimental to
the children’s
engagement and
learning.

While some Educators
were both busy onsite,
others were supporting
remote teaching and
preparing take home
packs, sending emails,
photos and sharing
stories on Facebook.

Our packs consisted of
recipes, activities,
puppets, stickmen,
pencil grip activities,
scissor skills, threading,
Mother’s Day gift packs,
Autumn trees, spinning
tops and many other
activities for the children
to continue to develop in
all areas of learning.

During this time, the
Educators were also
working very hard to
keep the kindergarten
clean and safe.  All
equipment was cleaned
after every group
session, every surface
disinfected.  

The Government
provided some
assistance which helped
enable us to have the
kinder deep cleaned 5
nights a week with the
staff keeping it
thoroughly clean for the
children during the day.

Our learning topics for
both onsite and at-home
learning included
Autumn,

Dinosaurs, Mother’s
Day, fine motor skills
development, gross
motor and cognitive
development through
scavenger hunts and
games and Healthy
Eating and Oral
Hygiene (Smiles 4
Miles Program).

Term 3
Term 3 began with all
Educators and
children returning
onsite. 

Although we were all
back together, it
remained a
challenging and scary
time for everyone. 

Once again, we all
worked together
(while staying apart)
to support each
other and continue to
provide learning
experiences and
activities for all
children.

The biggest change
we implemented was
the ‘drop off and
collection of’ children
at the gate.

Educators found this
change immensely
beneficial to the
independence and
development of the
children. 
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Leica McLeod 
Early Childhood Teacher

PAGE 21



EUROA
KINDERGARTEN
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As part of the Strathbogie
Shire we were very
fortunate to be one of the
first preschools in the
state to receive funded 3
year old kindergarten. 

This gives every child
access to 2 years of 15
hour per week kindergarten
and enables low income,
Aboriginal and vulnerable
families to access free
kindergarten, a first for 3
year old programs.

The key messages of this
rollout are that every child
can benefit from 2 years of
Kindergarten and that
kinder now starts, aged 3

We began the year with a
flying start: teacher
Michelle and co-educator
Vatsala spent term 1
getting to know our
wonderful children, helping
them settle into their new
kinder life, which for most
was their first time away
from family.

Children who were not yet 3
were invited to attend for
an orientation session with
a parent each week, leading
up to their birthday. We
also loved having daily
parent helpers spend time
in the program with us. Any
parents were also welcome
to stay with their child if
needed. 

EUROA
KINDERGARTEN

REPORT 

3 YEAR OLD 

We understand that every
child is different and has
their own needs for their
best start to kinder.

Michelle worked individually
with families to support
each child in their early
weeks, with families
welcome to pick up children
early, miss sessions or join
us in the room as suited
their child’s needs.

Then came Covid19 and our
3 year olds have earned a
Master’s degree in
resilience and flexibility! 

At the start of Term 2,
most children stayed at
home, back before
community-wide testing
was available, when we
didn't know how prevalent
Coronavirus was locally.
Michelle worked from home
until a few weeks before
the end of term 2, providing
remote learning and
overseeing Prekinder from
home. 

Vatsala kept our attending
children happy, secure,
learning and having fun. As
each friend returned,
children were delighted.
Changes included
increased cleaning,
restricting activities to
those perceived as less
risky for germs, spacing out 

children (trying to anyway!),
as much outside play as
possible and lots of
thorough hand washing!!!

During term 2 we also
added Jenny to our team,
working as an additional
assistant to help with the
inclusion of all children in
the Prekinder program,
employed by Scope and
funded through the
Kindergarten Inclusion
Support program.

Jenny is also a casual relief
staff member for GRPSA
and is completing her early
childhood studies, so is
undertaking her placement
experience with us during
2020.

The children have loved
having all three educators
and the different interests
and personalities we each
have.

Vatsala has shared her
Indian culture and loves
involving the children in
musical activities. Vatsala
is super organised and
keeps us all on track!

Jenny is a gardening guru
and loves sharing stories
with small groups of
children. She can do it all,
even the plumbing!
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I’m a bit of an all-round silly
sausage really, loving
games, nature, process art,
following children’s
interests and sharing songs
and stories with the whole
group. My most important
goal is for every child to
feel a sense of belonging
and emotional security at
kinder.

Nearly every child returned
for the first few weeks of
term 3. By this time children
were independently
entering, with staggered
arrivals and pickup taking
an hour each day. 

Our routines changed so
many times during the year
as the recommendations
and rules changed. Through
it all, the children have been
remarkably adaptable and
developed far more
independence than we think
they would have otherwise.

As Melbourne & Mitchell
Shire went into lockdown
we introduced temperature
checking. Over half our
children remained at kinder
during the second round of
stage 3 restrictions so
staff were fully occupied
with the usual program and
additional hygiene
measures. 

Co-educator Justine made
some craft packs and we
were fortunate to be able to
access some of our School
Readiness Funding late term
3, so she could support our
remote learners.

We finished the term with
two celebratory dress up
days, complete with “COVID-
party-food” i.e. bringing your
own treat food in your own
lunchbox. This
complemented our everyday
healthy-eating focus by
opening up “sometimes
food” discussions 
and enjoyment.

Term 4 has seen us finally
return to close to our full
group numbers. 

The children who have
attended all along have
needed to adjust to varying
levels of attention from
educators. Some enjoyed
the lower numbers, quieter
room and their language
development raced ahead
with enhanced educator
relationships.  

At the same time, higher
group numbers seem to
result in easier relationships
between children, with more
friends to join at different
activities

Vatsala and I can't believe
how far all the children
have developed when we
remember back to the
start of the year. 

Vatsala switched with 4
year old program 
co-educator Justine for 
a week in November, with
plans to switch with Robyn
also, so that the children
can develop deeper
relationships with their 
co-educators for next year.

This will help their smooth
transition into Ann’s 4 year
old kinder program.

Michelle and Ann plan to
swap for an hour here and
there in the coming weeks
to further support
children’s transition. 

The children have such
confidence and familiarity
with kinder and all
educators having spent 
so much time here this
year, their transition into
four year old kinder will be
smooth and their learning
will continue with such a
full experience of 3 year
old kinder.
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Michelle Leech 
Early Childhood Teacher

Vatsala Agarwal
Co-educator

Jenny Boote 
Additional Teacher (SCOPE)
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This year Euroa
Kindergarten was thrilled to
be one of the rollout areas
for funded 3 year old
kindergarten and  2-room
service allowed us move
directly to 15 hours for the
3 year old children. 

Our dilemma was how do we
best accommodate our 4
year old group. 

In late 2019 we surveyed
our families with a number
of different options, and
they overwhelmingly
preferred of a 5 day
rotational roster. 

Families have embraced
this timetable and the
children have enjoyed
getting to know a larger
group of peers and making
many friendships. Robyn,
Justine, Candy and I found
a 5 day roster a very
rewarding experience and
one we have thoroughly
enjoyed.

At the beginning of the year
our educators focused on
settling the children into
their environment and
assisting them to feel
supported and secure. 

At the beginning of the year
our educators focused on
settling the children into
their environment and
assisting them to feel 

EUROA
KINDERGARTEN
REPORT 

4 YEAR OLD 

supported and secure.

Some of the children were
familiar with our educators
from fungroup, but for
others this was a new
experience for them. 

The children quickly settled
into the program, getting to
know us, reacquainting
themselves with friends,
establishing new
friendships and learning the
kindergarten routine. 

Like all kindergartens we
have experienced the
challenges of Covid 19 this
year. 

In late term 1 our numbers
greatly reduced. When term
2 commenced we had 2-4
kindergarten children
attending each day. We
combined with the 2-4
children attending from the
3 year old group. 

Michelle commenced
working from home, running
the remote program for
both groups, while I
remained on site teaching
the children who attended.
Our co-workers were very
flexible, and as well as
undertaking their educator
roles, spent many hours
putting together craft
packs, delivering these
around town and assisting
Michelle where possible.

Music and movement
sessions, with the
children often
requesting many
favourites. 
Getting in tune with our
bodies with yoga and
relaxation, 
Learning about
indigenous culture, 
Enjoying a wide variety
of books, 
Making dams and water
courses in the sand pit
Building a wide variety
of amazing
constructions
A dress-up day
aring for and observing
Rosie, our pet turtle.  

As term 2 progressed most
children return to on site
kindergarten and Michelle
return to teaching on site. 

Our year has been filled
with many highlights. Some
of these include:

And of course, filling our
days with lots of fun,
happiness and laughter.

The children’s highlight of
the year was our visits the
bush kinder site. The
children enthusiastically
paddled in the shallow
pond, collected and
released tadpoles and
yabbies, climbed trees, and
got close and personal with
nature.
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These experiences also
assist them to develop
problem solving skills,
language, social and
cognitive skills as they
share their thoughts and
ideas with each other. 

Our program has
encouraged the children to
develop their numeracy
skills through counting in
play, matching quantities
and measuring. 

We have also spent time
participating in large and
small group games, such as
memory games, card
games, freeze and a wide
variety of board games.

While each game
encourages the
development of different
skills, games also
encourage the
development of teamwork,
extending feelings of
belonging and enhance
children’s self-esteem, as
they see themselves as
valuable participants. 

The group has extended
their cooperation and
collaboration skills through
social play in all aspects of
the program. 

Cathy Olive, from the Euroa
Arboretum, guided the
children’s new learning and
investigation and
wonderful days were had
by all. 

To be inclusive of all
children we varied our days
of attending, and this
enabled all children to
benefit from this wonderful
experience. 

Throughout the year we
have focused on children’s
learning and skill
development though play,
engagement with the
program and each other.
We have encouraged the
children listen and
communicate with each
other. 

By doing this the children
have developed their
language and
communication abilities,
along with life skills such
as respecting each other
and being able to
understand perspectives
of others.

We have also encouraged
the children to ask
questions, share their
thoughts, ideas and
successes, choose where
and what to play with, and
to add their own ideas to
the program. 

This has extended their
curiosity, imaginations and
discovery skills, and
allowed them to develop a
sense of agency and
control over their
environment. 

By encouraging the
children do these things
we are promoting the
development of positive
self-esteem and self-
image, which we believe is
a vital aspect of children’s
development. 

Our program has provided
numerous opportunities for
children to extend their
language and literacy skills. 

Their language skills have
been enhanced by listening
to and providing input to
stories, learning new songs
and group discussions.

These experiences have
assisted the children to
build their expressive and
receptive language skills
and develop their sense of
identity.

The children have extended
their creative abilities and
imaginations as they drew,
painted and made 3
dimensional inventions
with boxes and blocks.
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Ann Watkins
Teacher

Robyn Howard 
Co-educator

Justine Hunter 
Co-educator

Candy Wunsch
Co-educator
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KATAMATITE
KINDERGARTEN
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It is with pleasure that I
present the 2020,
Katamatite Kinder Annual
Teachers Report.

Our year commenced with
11 children enrolled,
increasing to 12  mid year.

Our Fungroup only had 2
enrolments, but this
increased to 5 as the
children turned 3.

First term saw children
settling into our kinder and
Fungroup swiftly. Our
children were very social,
loved engineering projects
and working at the craft
table. 

The children created using
their own imaginations or
were inspired by their peers.
Lots of guitars were created
with boxes and rubber
bands. Sam loved making
music. 

We kicked off sign language
classes and had had lots of
4 legged visitors; Sam’s
pony, Mia’s goats, Isabelle’s
puppy, Sam’s kittens, and
later in the year, Aydan’s
guinea pigs and Jack’s
kittens, which were born on
his bed while he slept!

Our Easter Hat Making Day
was planned with invitations
to parents, but as we all
know, the COVID-19
pandemic struck and term 1
ended suddenly.

KATAMATITE
KINDERGARTEN
REPORT 

Tie-dye fabric that I later
sewed together to make
a quilt for our Home
Corner bed
Snow pea seeds
Mini-beast hunt sheets
Anzac day wreath
resources
Anzac day biscuit recipe,
Camp fire at home kit
Play dough

Term 2 commenced, with
almost all families making
the decision to keep their
kinder and Fungroup children
safe at home.

Jackie and I set to work
developing ideas on how to
keep children engaged and
actively learning while stuck
in lockdown. We came up
with a ‘Kinder at Home’
program. 

A ‘Kinder at home box’ was
created every week for each
child. Jackie and I made
resources to go in the boxes
for the children such as:

Families living in Katamatite
collected these boxes from
the kinder veranda each
Monday, and those living out
of town had their boxes
delivered.

Jackie and I also established
a Facebook page to provide
more opportunities for
Kinder and families to keep
in touch and engaged.

It was delightful to see
photos and read the
comments from parents
about how much fun the
children were having with
their Kinder at Home boxes.

We were overjoyed when our
kinder and Fungroup families
returned after Lockdown.

We chatted to the children
about COVID-19 and
explained all the new
hygiene rules because of the
virus. The children shared
lots of their knowledge and
understandings.

Zoe said that she knew when
COVID-19 had really hit: ‘It
started when the toilet
paper ran out!"

I was very concerned when
we heard about the second
lockdown, but to my great
relief, most parents made
the decision to send their
children to kinder and
Fungroup. Parents were
feeling safer and didn’t want
their children to miss out
any more.

Bush kinder commenced on
5th June, much to
everyone’s delight, and
continued fortnightly until
late November. The changing
water levels of the Boosey
Creek provide unlimited
learning opportunities for
the children.
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At one stage, the most
sure footed children
balanced carefully across
an exposed log to cross
the creek!

The children love exploring
the mud. Zoe explored it up
to her knees and we had to
pull and pull to free her
gumboots.

Spring came and the
children investigated the
creatures that live in the
creek. Jamie and Jackie
became experts at
catching shrimps and
yabbies. 

On one of our last Bush
kinder days, Aydan, Jack
and Jake created a mud
slide down the bank and
were enthused in washing
the mud off in the creek.

Soon, all the water babies
were swimming in the
creek and the children
enjoyed the often
presence of a cheeky
magpie. One day, the
magpie even stole a
sausage from the frying
pan on the camp fire!

Term 4 was busy as we
tried to squeeze in many
special events that had not
been able to occur during
the year.

The children were invited to
help paint the beautiful
mural on the Katamatite
Public toilets. 

We visited Wangaratta for
the Road Safety Program.

Renee, from Bug Detectives,
paid us a visit, providing a
fascinating experience. The
children loved discovering
all the tiny insects that live
in the creek. We learnt
about their life cycles and
about healthy waterways. 

Jake, Jack and Aydan loved
farming, problem solving
and real work. Jack noticed
that a plank of wood had
fallen into the pit at the end
of the Rocky River. He knew
that he shouldn’t be there
and might cause a problem
with the submersible pump. 

He wondered how he could
get it out. The boys used
trial and error strategies,
unsuccessfully for a time,
and then had another idea. 

Using both a hose and a tap,
they added more and more
water to the pit, until the
water level was high enough
for them to squeeze their
hands through the grate and
retrieve the piece of timber.

How pleased the boys were
with their success!

The year ended with our
Christmas concert, held
outdoors under the trees,
that the children had
enthusiastically decorated.

Jackie and I learned late the
night before the concert
day that Santa could not
travel to kinder by Fire Truck
as he had always done.

Jake expressed delight
when he saw Santa:
"Jackie, Jackie, Jackie,
look Santa is on a
TRACTOR!"

The pandemic meant that
our Kinder Committee
certainly had to adapt and I
would like to thank Lisa who
almost singlehandedly ran
the committee. 

A very special thanks to
Jacquie Monk for remaining
on the GRPSA board
although her tenure was up.

I would also like to thank all
our kinder families for so
conscientiously, and with
good humour, following all
the COVID-19 rules making
our task so much easier.
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Debbie Harvey
Teacher
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MERRIGUM
PRE-SCHOOL
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Well, this is going to be
quite a short report as
2020 was a year like no
other! 

It was full of huge change,
uncertainty and hardship
for many. 

When we look back in years
to come I hope this was
just a little bump in our
journeys! We have to praise
the children in 2020
especially.

Thank goodness for the
children’s strength,
resilience, patience and
trust in the adults. The
children’s worlds were
tipped upside down.

Periods without
school/kinder and home
learning, no birthday
parties, social isolation
from friends and family. 

We can’t underestimate
the impact COVID-19 has
had on the children and I
think they have done an
amazing job!

There had been many
changes at the kinder from
2019-2020 and now in
2021 with staff changes at
the forefront.

We thank Miranda Anthony,
Jen Bray, Jen Sullivan,
Judith and Rachael Slattery 

for their hard work and
contributions to the Merrigum
Kinder and Occasional Care
community in 2020.   

Jen Sullivan resigned
throughout the year and Jen
Bray resigned at the end of
the year. The Jen’s will be
sadly missed at Merrigum
Preschool and Occasional
Care after many, many years
of service and special rapport
and connection with the
families. 

Although I’ve never met Neta
Kirby, I’ve heard great things
and I join everyone else here
in wishing her a happy
retirement. Thank you Neta
and the Jen’s for all you gave
Merrigum Kindergarten.

Sue Brown, the CEO of GRPSA
also retired in 2020 and Ronni
Druitt stepped into the role
after many years on the
GRPSA board. We wish Sue a
happy retirement as well.
Ronni is a warm, hands on,
enthusiastic CEO who is very
supportive of the Merrigum
community so we look
forward to her leadership at
GRPSA. 

Thank you to the GRPSA
board, senior management
and administration for all of
the support we have received
and will continue to receive
here at Merrigum Preschool
and Occasional Care.

I arrived at Merrigum Kinder
in a relief teacher capacity
in Term 3 2020 and loved it
so much that I stayed on
permanently from Term 4
2020. 

There were 4 children
attending kinder when I
arrived. We spent lots of
time outdoors and went on
some local walks to make
up for the lack of them
during Terms 2 and 3,
making sure we checked
out Merrigum’s biggest
attraction the fantastic
new splash Park. 

Incursions were out the
window for 2020, we even
had a visit from Santa via a
video chat! Luckily,
restrictions eased a little
and we got in some kinder
photographs very late in
the year.

As we try to embrace 2021
and make plans, we look
forward to a great year! We
are reconnecting with
Merrigum Primary School
and Undera Kindergarten
and have plans in the
pipeworks. 

Thank you for coming to our
meeting, it means a lot to
the running of kinder and
occasional care. I hope you
may be able to offer some
of your time over the year
to be part of the 2021
Parent Advisory Group. 

MERRIGUM 
PRE-SCHOOL
REPORT 

Melissa Gowler
Teacher
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MURCHISON
KINDERGARTEN
AND EARLY
CHILDHOOD
SERVCE
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Julie Barns
Teacher

MURCHISON KINDERGARTEN
AND EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVCE
REPORT 
Being such a 'Topsy Turvy' year we thought...why 
not let the children write their AGM report?!
(With a little help from the teachers of course!) 2020 WILL BE UNIVERSALLY  

REMEMBERED AS A YEAR
OF COULD NOTS…
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NAGAMBIE
KINDERGARTEN
AND EARLY
CHILDHOOD
SERVCE
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FROM OUR OFFICE:

We had a beautiful year of
growth for our service, we
increased our license
capacity up to 79 & the long
day care really boomed. 

We had a very busy year,
even through the pandemic.

We were fortunate that we
built a trusting relationship
with our families & for
majority of our year, still
had over 75% attendance. 

We were successful with an
IT grant to provide a smart
TV for the children to
practice their yoga with
visual prompts & to read
some beautiful digital
indigenous books. 

We were also lucky enough
to receive approval for a
minor building grant to add
a staff/planning room the
the centre and upgrade our
nappy change areas.  

Our parent committee
upgraded our Joeys yard,
installing a concrete path
for evacuations and
extending the play area. 

We are looking forward to
working further on our yard
in 2021. 

NAGAMBIE KINDERGARTEN 
AND EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVCE
REPORT 

FROM OUR JOEY'S:

2020 was a great year
despite some challenges, a
few staff changes and many
new friends. All in all it was a
positive year for us.

We had many dress up days
and celebrated special
occasions, the children learnt
to understand self help skills
and some even learning how
to count and their colours! 

We practiced group time,
reading, singing, dancing and
also got to visit the big room
for shows and graduation. 

We made the most of the
good weather and took our
amazing 4 seater prams out
almost daily. 

This made for some pretty
cool excursions and
experiences for the children.

 
FROM OUR WATTLE ROOM:

What a year we had in 2020!

In 2020, the Wattle Room
was required to share a room
2 days a week with the roll
out of funded 3 Year Old
Kindergarten. The children
were very resilient and
adaptable when change was
required in our room, which
came in hand when the Global
Pandemic hit. 

For many 2020 will be a year
they never wish to repeat.
We all faced our own
personal hardships and
challenges, with most
aspects of our lives being
touched by the pandemic.

As I reflect on 2020, I am
extremely thankful to be in a
position where I was still able
to work, meet new people,
and maintain a sense of
normalcy.

I joined the teaching team at
Nagambie just as the
children began filtering back
into the service after a
period of learning from home,
and was greeted with an
eager group of 33 children. 

It was an absolute pleasure
to be involved in the last
term and a half of the year. 

In that short amount of time,
I was able to see how
resilient these amazing
three-year old’s are, holding
their hands as we navigated
our new normal together. 

Considering everything that
was happening around
Victoria in 2020, I believe
our children really thrived
and I know our team feels
really proud to be part of
their learning journey.

3YR OLD KINDER
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Nagambie Primary School
staff and students visited
our centre early in the year
but when the remote
learning became a part of
their teaching, only the
staff continued to come
each week sharing many
different activities, stories
and songs. 

St Joseph staff joined us in
term 4, with some fabulous
craft activities engaging 
 all our children. 

The highlight of the year
was going to the Kyabram
Fauna Park in Term 1. It
was a huge undertaking,
with many parents and
siblings attending. 

The children enjoyed the
interactive learning centre
and having the opportunity
to see some reptiles up
close and personal. It was a
great hands-on experience
for the children, with the
fauna park staff running
the program. 

The bus ride over to Fauna
Park was an adventure for
the children also. For many
students, it was their first
time travelling by bus. 

The biggest change of the
year for our students was
the drop off and pick up
procedure at our gate,
rather than coming inside
the room. 

The children became very
independent and it created
an amazing bond with this
large group of friends. 

They often supported each
other through the transition
to inside, by holding hands
and hugging on arrival with
such encouraging words. 

We did provide home
learning packs full of craft
materials, books, games
and support materials for
parents in the first stage of
the lockdown. 

We started an extensive
garden project with the
children being a huge part
of the planting, watering
and designing. 

We also enjoyed playing
many different class
games, which helped build
resilience and team
building. 

The game coloured corners
was the most popular,
closely followed by hot
potato. 

The class enjoyed
performing in front of their
peers, starting with 10
second theatre and building
up to acting out fairytales
such as the 3 little pigs and
3 Billy goats gruff. 

2020 was a year like no
other. 

Covid-19 hit the world and
created a lot of changes to
our 2020 Kinder year. 

We had a class size of 30
students and remained to
have regular attendance
throughout the year.

Jason, Chrissy and Maddie
started the year together
with a very open-ended
style of programming. 

They enjoyed the summer
weather with a lot of water
play and wonderful dam
building in the sandpit. 

The children thoroughly
enjoyed the music train
song and particularly
enjoyed being the leader. 

We explored many topics in
our discussions, from one
child’s disappointment at
her inability to visit the Pub
with her Dad due to the
virus, to how many choc
chips are required in a
‘good’ cookie.

There was never a dull
moment with this busy
group, they powered ahead
in spite of the world around
them and for this reason, I
cannot wait to see what
they achieve in the future!

4YR OLD KINDER
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Stacie Abberfield
Centre Leader
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NATHALIA & DISTRICT
PRESCHOOL
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“Alone, we can do so little,
together we can do so much”
(Helen Keller)

2020, Covid-19, isolation,
restrictions, social
distancing, challenges,
communication, compassion,
strength, resilience,
collaboration and
community. 

This is our preschool, our
program and our practices.

The ability to build on our
resilience through our
challenges, to support each
other with our strengths and
collaborate together to
strengthen our community.

Community is so much more
than belonging to something,
it is about doing something
collaboratively that creates
a sense of identity of who
we are and where we belong.

Never in our wildest dreams
could we have thought that
remote learning for
preschool would be an
option.

But it was and remote
learning packages were put
together with the help of the
children who attended
throughout the lockdown
periods.

NATHALIA &
DISTRICT
PRESCHOOL
REPORT 

These were posted out,
delivered by the educators
or picked up by the family.
The favourite by far was the
science experiments. 

Small kits and instructions
to create their own
investigations and
experiments. 

Sharing the children’s
engagement and learning
was another challenge.

Families could send in
photos, share on our
Facebook page or a parent
would write a note. 

Our Facebook page was
updated daily with families
sharing their learning with
our community. 

We offered our resources to
our community through
lending libraries and activity
packs they could purchase
at cost price. 

This was initiated through
requests from local
community members who
could not purchase
resources as nearly all shops
had sold out of stock. 

With the impact of Covid-19
affecting our families,

we contacted Moira
FoodShare and thus began
our journey with supporting
not only preschool families
but now our local community.

FoodShare is available every
Monday & Thursday 2.30pm-
4.30pm. Deliveries are made
every Thursday morning. We
have a dedicated area with
storage for dry goods and
fridges and freezers for
fresh and frozen stock. 

We now work collaboratively
with Ambulance Victoria with
a paramedic available on a
Thursday afternoon for
anyone to talk to. 

People can have their blood
pressure taken, blood sugar
levels monitored or just chat
about any health concerns.

Victoria Police have also
touched base as a link to
meeting people needs and
the Community Health Nurse
is also an active participant
of the program. 

We are fortunate to work
with Alan Petrie (co-ordinator
Moira FoodShare) to provide
this program for our
community.

Continuing with connecting
with our community, 
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we have established a
relationship with Banawah
(aged care) and clients of
PAG (Planned Activity
Group) through gifting
something special that we
made. 

These gifts include a dream
catcher, cellophane
windows, Anzac biscuits
with a gift tag from each
child, a plant potted up in a
pot created by the children. 

The children will make a
Christmas gift as their last
one. We have received many
grateful responses from
recipients.

Our program is based on the
interests and needs of the
children. We observe the
children engagement at a
deeper level when they are
allowed to make choices. 

This also supports their
ability to make appropriate
choices, with the
opportunity to try again,
practice a skill and
celebrate their
achievements. 

We participated in the Color
Red Fun Run for Thankyou
Firey’s Day. Many of our
families also came and we
invited our community to
join in too. Secondary
School students were
helpers for the day. 

Money raised from a gold
coin donated went to the
Nathalia CFA Brigade.

Talk Like a Pirate Day was
another opportunity to
support a cause – Child Hood
Cancer with the children
bringing a gold coin that we
donated. 

The children created their
pirate ship, costumes and
planned activities and a
feast. 

The fun group pirates chased
bubbles and feasted on fish
fingers and chips and the 4
yr group has a treasure hunt
with cryptic clues and shark
races before sailing away on
their pirate ship.

Our vegetable garden
flourished with a healthy
harvest of over 30 pumpkins,
corn, egg plant, tomatoes
and many herbs at the
beginning of the year. 

A replant saw watermelon,
pumpkins, rock melon, silver
beet, oats, barley and peas
all planted out. 

We created connections
within our community with
the Banawah residents at
the hospital and shared gifts
we made with them and with
the PAG clients. We also
shared some of our
resources so they could
make gifts for us too. 

Their appreciation was
greatly received via
thankyou letters and
Christmas cards thanking
the children for making their
days brighter.

We extend our gratitude to
our volunteer parent
committee. 

Meetings were unable to
be held at preschool due to
parents and siblings not
being permitted on the
premises. 

Emails, texting and a chat
at drop off and pick up
times were now the new
normal. Our committee
have supported our
FoodShare program with
the purchase of shelving. 

Redevelopment of our
sandpit, new sandpit
cover, storage for sandpit
toys, new blower and to
come a new couch, trucks
and vacuum cleaner have
either been purchased or a
in the process of being
purchased. 

Without this support our
centre would not have the
amazing resources that we
have today.

We said farewell to Sue
Brown GRPSA’s CEO and
welcomed Ronni Druitt and
we look forward to working
with Ronni in the future. 

GRPSA are our cluster
managers who support us
with their management,
meeting requirements of
the department and
educator training to name
some of their support. 
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Andrea Sutton
Educational Leader/Teacher 

PAGE 44



PUNT ROAD
KINDERGARTEN

AND CHILDCARE

PAGE 45



This year we experienced
the unthinkable. 

We started the year booming,
growing relationships and
supporting our families as
they transitioned into a new
year. We were ready to learn
and teach.
 
On Monday March 23rd, we
had 201 childcare bookings
running at just under 100%
capacity. By close of business
on the same day we had less
than 75 childcare bookings
and it would continue to drop
to below 15% for that week. 

It’s unbelievable to think we
survived that week, as we
were faced with something we
honestly didn’t know how to
respond t. 

Our incredible teaching team
banded together when the
families rang us in tears as
the uncertainty of COVID-19
hit.

As most of our families opted
to stay at home with the ever
growing unknown, we
supported and cried with
them, as some told us they
had lost their jobs. 

I also shared a lot of tears for
the uncertainty of
employment for my team and
what would happen to Punt Rd.

This would be one of the most
challenging weeks I would
ever experience. A week that
was so hard to understand or
fathom. 

On the 2nd April 2020, the
government announced we
would be fee-free. For a slight
minute, we were able to
regroup and breathe again,
knowing we were able to
secure all our families
positions at the centre.

We would become the calm in
the chaotic world we were
presented with in 2020.

A few long months saw us go
to remote learning for 90% of
our families. Our educators
worked hard to create 'take
home packs' so that our
children had something to do.

During this time, our
educators worked hard around
the service to renovate and
create some beautiful spaces
as we waited for the children
to return.

As the new normal started, we
saw our families return to
work and to care, and what a
wonderful feeling it was. 

By mid-term 3, everyone was
back and we were back doing
what we do best.

2020 was not the year we
wanted or expected. 

It was hard for every single
person I know, but to be able
to write the end of year
report, knowing that none of
the special people in our
service got sick, and that we
still had the opportunity to
watch the children blossom,
was truly amazing!

We can’t thank our families
enough for the unbelievable
support we had this year. 

They picked us up when we
were sad, laughed with us,
supported us when we were
stress and trusted us with
their most special people.

Thank you to everyone who
donated goods and services;
your support never goes
unnoticed. 

Thank you to GRPSA, and
especially Robyn who
supported us from a far this
year, your support has been
incredible and we knew you
were only at the end of the
phone or zoom!

To my teaching team, every
year you blow me away and
this year you haven’t be short
of amazing. 

THE UNBELIEVABLY UNCERTAIN YEAR THAT WAS 2020. 
THE YEAR THAT WOULD TEST US, MAKE US GROW AND
MAKE US APPRECIATE THE SIMPLE THINGS IN LIFE.

PUNT ROAD KINDERGARTEN 
AND CHILDCARE
REPORT 

FROM THE OFFICE
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Bree Anthony
Centre Leader 
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GURBURR

- BREE NYE, TEACHER, GURBURR ROOM, PUNT RD.

GANGA

- JACINTA ATKINSON, TEACHER, GANGA ROOM, PUNT RD.
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What a different and stressful year 2020 was with
the unexpected COVID-19. This year has been so
unbelievably hard with the unknown that was thrown
at us. Every day you put your health and the health of
families on the line. At one point, we couldn’t even
communicate with our families face to face, so we
implanted gate drop offs. We were told we could not
go on excursions during COVID-19 which was
extremely hard as we enjoyed exploring our
community daily. On a brighter note, we welcomed
new families and new educators to our Dungula
learning space this year. We built secure
attachments with our fellow peers and educators. We
spent a lot of time discovering and exploring our
learning space with an indoor/outdoor program that
we run. We explored bugs, mud, the river, messy play,
loose parts, the peppercorn tree, books, role play,
gardening and cooking. We spent a lot of time in our
vegetable garden, planting and harvesting our
vegetables. We learnt about sustainability practices
with our worm farm and composting. It has been such
a pleasure watching the children grow and learn in our
Dungula learning space. We worked so hard and had
so much fun learning and exploring together. We
sadly had to say goodbye to a number of families that
have been with our Punt Rd family for a number of
years. It becomes like a second home and the
children definitely become like our own family
members. We wish all these families the best with
your new journey and can’t wait to see all the
wonderful things you achieve in the next steps of
your life. I can’t thank all the children, parents and
educators enough for making a crazy unexpected
2020 a pleasant one. I can’t wait to see what 2021
brings us. 

DUNGULA (LONG DAYCARE)

- LIANA, KATE, MICHELLE AND KODI, TEACHERS, DUNGULA
LONG DAY CARE ROOM, PUNT RD.
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DUNGULA
(KINDERGARTEN)

The year started as any other. 19 eager
kindergarten minds and 26 busy three-year-old
kindergarten minds. We enjoyed exploring the
space, particularly outside where water play,
sand play, gardening, caring for our worms,
guinea pigs and vegetable patch were
consistently our preferred spaces. 

I wish to extend a very warm welcome to our
new kindergarten team member, friend and
colleague; Maria (Mez) Mete. Mez has provided
our learning space with wonderful
opportunities. She has a knack for documenting
learning, providing children with opportunities
of scaffolding learning and providing moments
of intention teaching. We are very lucky to have
Mez as part of our learning community. 

We were beyond fortunate to have the support
of Olivia (Livv) Moodie as a SCOPE funded
additional assistant in the four-year-old
program in 2020. Livv was a fantastic addition
to our program, supporting learning through
meaningful conversation and a calm and
supportive demeanor. 

We farewelled Livv in September as she, Jarryd,
Jay, Kaidee and Charli welcomed Theo into their
family. With Livv’s maternity leave position
open came Sasha’s involvement in our space.
Sasha became a friend to all. 

With her sense of humour, interest in child
development, behaviours and the EC sector,
Sasha became a very welcomed addition as our
SCOPE funded additional assistant for the
remainder of 2020. 

In March, we were impacted by the global
pandemic and our attendance dropped to
such an unforeseen low number.
Educators and families were challenged
with unprecedented decisions and
practice that was completely foreign to
all. The closeness and comfort of our
learning community was incredible and
for that, we are truly grateful. We
continued to provide as much support to
our ‘at home’ learners.

Our daily meetings and lunchbox picnics
were always eagerly attended to. Inside,
we took time in the art studio creating,
designing and spending time in the
sensory space. 

We continued to maintain an
indoor/outdoor program throughout the
year where all children are free to
explore both environments freely
ensuring learning and play is relevant,
meaningful and the spaces are available
for the high enrolments and participation
within the programs. 
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Learning packs were provided so the children
could learn from afar. Tears flowed as the
uncertainty presented a myriad of challenges
every day. 

With COVID-19 restrictions, our excursions,
incursions and our beloved nature kindergarten
program were put on hold. 

The safety of our families was priority and we
remain so fortunate that our community was
not directly affected by COVID-19. Once
restrictions were lifted, we were able resume
business as usual. 

Our favourite space remained the river
frontage, playing in the sand and feeling the
cold water on our hands and feet. A very
special thankyou to Bree Nye for organising the
whole service experience to Thompsons beach
in term 4. Our 2020 school readiness funding
was delivered throughout the pandemic. 

With the selection of Gowrie training for the
kindergarten staff to capacity build around
practice, we were beyond fortunate to be
allocated the ever-wonderful Kaye Fitzgerald,
albeit it digitally via zoom and over phone and
email. 

Kaye supported the teachers practices and
provided wonderful insight into a variety of
pedagogical practices, which supported the
teacher’s delivery of programs and supported
the development of the services leadership
team.

Kaye will continue to be an integral part of our
learning community throughout 2021. With the
SRF came over 20 allied health sessions. These
sessions were provided through the latter part
of the year, speech therapist, occupational
therapists and psychologists provided training
around many aspects of child development
including behavioural support.

The approval of a grant has seen the beginning
of the development of our new outdoor space.
The extension of our sandpit, new garden beds
being built and a continued path for us to ride
our bikes has been an incredible addition. 

We hope that there will never be an annual
report written quite like this one. Instead,
we can paint for you the real reason of why
we are here. The children and providing
quality education in nature and within our
community. 

What is to come is driving our excitement
for the continued betterment of our learning
environment.

To our committee; you brilliant, professional
and supportive team of women who without
doubt, give everything they have to get
results for the children in this community.

Without your involvement and collaboration,
we would not have had the results we have
had this year, on behalf of the children and
educators, thank you. 

To Bree, our service director, thank you for
your continued support to me and our team.
In what was without a doubt the most trying
year of your professional career, your
unwavering dedication to Punt road is truly
admirable.

- MEGAN ALDRIDGE, TEACHER, DUNGULA
KINDERGARTEN, PUNT RD.
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What can I say but what a
unique and different year
2020 was.

During 2020, our world was
impacted by a global 
pandemic known as COVID-19.

This led to many changes in
our lifestyle. How we live and
work, restrictions were put in
place and disruptions occurred
in all areas of our
communities. 

In regional Victoria, we were
lucky enough to have not as
many restrictions as the
Metropolitan areas. 

So here in Toolamba, we were
able to continue to operate
our service with out too much
disruption. We put a COVID
safe plan in place and
remained opened to all
families who wanted to
continue using our service. 

Our attendance dropped for
the first few weeks of
lockdown 1, but then
continued to increase as
families became more
confident with what was
happening in our region. 

As we we're operating our
normal sessions our remote
learning program was limited
and included emails and
Facebook posts of activity
ideas for the children. 

Parent education about what

children are learning when
participating in a number of
different activities was also
included. Phone calls were
made to check in with each
family. 

During Lockdown 2, we had
almost full attendance and so
the majority of our
kindergarten children were
fortunate to have good
attendance through out
2020.

Upon returning to kinder, all
children settled straight 
back in and as a result, will
commence Foundation in
2021, showing no signs of
being disadvantaged by this
pandemic.

Toolamba Pre-School offers a
play based Pre-School
curriculum, guided and
supported by the Victorian
Early Years Learning and
Development Framework. 

Our program provides an
excellent, stimulating, safe
and secure learning
environment through play, 
 enabling the children’s 
 development. We allow the
children to feel a sense of
belonging to both the group
and the community as a
whole.  

It allows for independent
activity choices and
individual development, both
indoors and outdoors. 

Learning experiences are
interesting, inviting and
challenging, allowing children
to build on existing
knowledge and discover new
learning. 

This, in turn, maximizes
growth in all developmental
outcomes, through open
ended activities that meet
the children's needs,
interests and abilities. 

These activities are
achievable at each child's
individual level and are made
up of a variety of individual,
small and large group
experiences. 

The focus is not on the end
product, but on the process
of learning that takes place
through this journey of
discovery.

Through the use of the
Victorian Early Years Learning
Framework, our program uses
the 5 Early Years Learning
and Development Outcomes.

This develops their skills and
attitudes which prepares the
children for school. 

It also begins to teach the
basic skills for life, such as
cooperation, independence,
confidence, creativity,
resilience, responsibility,
communication and curiosity
(to name just a few). 

TOOLAMBA
PRESCHOOL
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A great deal of thought,
planning and observations go
into the pre-school program
that we provide. 

It is essential that we meet
the needs of both the
individual child and the group
as a whole. 

Learning at kindergarten
happens constantly, and
sometimes spontaneously,
from the children’s own
interest and specifically
planned experiences.

KINDER

During 2020, Toolamba
Kindergarten had one funded
4 year old kindergarten group
of 17 children. 

We offered 15 hours of
preschool per week over 3
days. 

We also had a 3 year old Fun
Group of 21 children and an
Occasional Care Session that
operated on a Tuesday &
Friday, servicing over 25
families. 

Excursions, Incursions and
Special Activities, play an
important role in the
educational program, as this
supports and facilitates
children’s learning. 

This year, due to COVID-19,
we were unable to do most of
our usual experiences and
had limited visitors to the
centre. 

We were, however, lucky
enough to have our Pre-
School photos taken early in
the year. 

We enjoyed The Brave Heart

Show, participated in the
Smiles for Miles program and
held a Sports, Activities &
dress up Day. 

During October, November &
December children took part
in the Toolamba Primary
School transition to school
program. 

A huge focus this year was
fitting in our Bush kinder
program between lockdowns,
so that this was not another
activity children missed out
on. 

We are so fortunate to have
this amazing natural space
right at our doorstep. We
were able to take part in 12
Bush Kinder sessions. 

The children loved going 
over and exploring the
environment, building
cubbies, having camp fires,
playing in the puddles,
climbing on the logs, 
drawing with charcoal and
just getting back to nature. 

Through-out the year we also
utilised the Primary School,
playing in their playground
and nature area known as
“The Frog Bog”.

Our vegie garden is also
popular, with us using some
of our freshly grown fruit and
vegies in our cooking or for
morning tea. 

The basil pesto was a
surprising hit and the children
loved the Zucchini slice. 

We were able to have our
homegrown strawberries,
snowpeas and cherry
tomatoes for morning tea,
and also enjoyed pancakes
for Shrove Tuesday.

In 2018 we introduced After

Kinder Care from 2 -3 pm.

This has proven so popular
that we have a waiting list
most days. 

In 2019/20 it continued to
grow, as Kinder children were
allowed to access both
Before School (7.45 to 9am)
and After School Care
(3.15pm – 6pm).  

Bec Ash is our wonderful
staff member who runs the
after kinder care program,
takes the children between
programs, to the bus and 
 also relieves O/Care lunch
breaks. 

PRE-KINDER

At the start of 2019 I took on
the role of Pre-Kinder
teacher. 

This role has enabled me to
get to know the children and
families prior to Pre-school
and form great relationships.

It is rewarding to watch the
children grow and develop
over 2 years, as they move
from being toddlers to
independent children ready
for school. 

Our Pre-Kinder program is a
simpler version of our kinder
program, ran using the same
timetable. 

Children take part in an indoor
program, which helps to
develop their fine motor
skills, concentration, ability
to follow instructions,
friendships and so much
more. 
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This year will remain part of
history that we will be
discussing for years to
come. 

COVID-19 affected everyone
across the world. At
Tungamah Preschool, we
remained open and in our
own little bubble. 

The children were amazing as
they adapted to the new
arrival expectations and our
families were extremely
respectful and supportive of
our measures to ensure that
we all remained safe. 

We provided social stories
for the children to learn
about COVID-19 and to help
them understand that we
would keep them safe and
happy. 

We joined the Facebook site
‘Rainbow Trail Australia’ and
we painted a large rainbow
and displayed it in our front
window with a large
collection of teddy bears for
the families to see during
their daily walks. 

It was the senior citizens
that seemed to enjoy our
display the most. 

During the first wave we only
had three children attending

TUNGAMAH
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throughout the week. 

Lynn and I were committed
to ensuring all our families
remained connected to the
Tungamah Preschool
community. 

We discussed what would
work for our families and we
decided we would make the
most of Facebook. We knew
this was a form of social
networking that all our
families were already familiar
and comfortable with. 

One of our first videos was
of me singing a group time
song, and I have to say my
heart swelled when the
children started posting
videos of themselves
singing their favourite songs
too. 

The possibilities were
endless when we introduced
show and tell on Facebook. 

It started with a short video
showing the children the
kindergarten vegetable
garden, as the plants had
grown significantly since
most had seen them. 

Then the children posted
videos of tadpoles, a
substantial collection of
John Deere tractors, 

puppies, walking through
young canola crops, to riding
in a gigantic combine
harvester. We even had a
cubby building competition
online.

Another initiative we
introduced during the first
wave was home learning
packs, which Lynn and I
delivered to each of the
children’s homes. 

At the beginning of the year,
before COVID-19 was a
concern, the children had
shown a strong interest in
finding minibeasts in the
garden, and so our first
learning pack was full of
items to help the children go
on adventures in their own
gardens. 

The kits included magnifying
glasses, binoculars, large
tweezers, bug enclosures,
insect and bird charts. 

We delivered kits to make
their own pet rocks, literacy
and numeracy kits, SeeMore
Safety kits, science and
recycled collage kits. 

The most popular delivery
however was items for the
children to make thoughtful
Mother’s Day gifts and cards.
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PAGE 58



UNDERA
KINDERGARTEN

PAGE 59



It is with great pleasure that
I present the 2020 Undera
Kindergarten Annual Report
and what a year it was.

Without dwelling on the
constant challenges that the
COVID-19 year dealt us, I’d
like to focus on the
positives. 

As hard as it was for us all on
an individual basis, affecting
family, school, work, travel
and mental health, just to
name a few, the support we
experienced from each
other, families, and the
community as a whole, was
just amazing.

We learnt to be flexible,
adaptable, and most
importantly, grateful for our
own circumstances,
particularly in regional
Victoria, compared to many
places around the world who
were far worse off than
ourselves.

Our year began with 8
enrolments, combining
Kinder and Pre-kinder days
that ran on Mondays and
Wednesdays for 7 1/2 hours
per day.

We settled into our routines
developing our friendships
as most of our group knew 
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each other, with an
additional new three-year-
old joining us at the end of
the Term. 

By that time, restrictions
and the full implications of
the pandemic were beginning
to emerge, meaning we
entered into Term 2 with
limited attendance, and
supporting families with a
few resources for home

We continued welcoming our
children every week,
endeavoring to be a
constant in their lives in a
topsy-turvy world.

We participated in
Simultaneous Storytime,
dressed up as Whitney and
Britney and the Chicken
Divas.

We had Book week dress-
ups, the Story-a-Day book
program and at the end of
Term 3, a special Teddy
Bear’s picnic.
 
We were unable to have any
Excursions or Incursions for
the year, however we were
very lucky to have Ditto
arrive in Term 4 for a
Bravehearts presentation
about safety.

In term 3 we were lucky to

have some additional
enrolments, with 2 new
Kinder children and 1 Pre-
kinder. 

This meant we finished off
the year with a healthy
number of 11 children in
total. With DET funding, we
offered an additional 5 hour
Tuesday session in Term 4
for children going to school.
 
Families continued to help
out maintaining our grounds
as and when they could.

We turned to having Zoom
committee meetings,
however, fundraising efforts
were somewhat limited with
the Tatura Bakery Pie drive
being the most successful,
and later in the year we also
ran a Picture Products Plate
order.

School Readiness Funding,
secured in 2019, provided us
with funds to spend on
Additional Needs resources,
Professional Development
for staff and books and
puppets to support children
to develop their Social and
Emotional capacity.
 
With GRPSA’s development
of our Reconciliation Action
Plan (RAP), we introduced
our daily ‘Acknowledgement

PAGE 60



Judith Slattery 
Early Childhood Teacher  
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2020 has been a challenging
year for all. 

I am so incredibly proud of
Violet Town & District Early
Childhood Centre children,
staff and families, having
risen to the challenge. 

This year we have participated
in a number of initiatives
including yoga, bush kinder,
road safety and Traffic
School, Smiles4Miles, GV
Water Only program, Pancake
Day celebrations with the
community, visiting the library
for Rhyme & Storytime, Book
Week, Backyard Bird count,
connecting with the Bush
Nursing Home Wheelie
Walkers, celebrating Wattle
Day, NAIDOC Week, embracing
Learning at Home and
spreading kind messages to
the community.

This year we had a significant
shift with change of Early
Years Management provider. 

I would like to thank NERPSA
for their support and help as a
management body and I’m
looking forward to our future
with Goulburn Region
Preschool Association
ensuring we meet the needs
of our local community.

In transitioning EYM we have 
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also grown our Child Care
program to include 2 days of
care for children under 3yo
and will be extending hours of
care with an After Kinder Care,
After School Care and Holiday
Care programs launching in
2021.

We have welcomed Candy to
the education team, she has
joined us in Term 4 running the
Under 3yo program and will be
joining us in 2021.

We have also welcomed
Katrina Carter as an Additional
Assistant to our program and
look forward to having her in
2021.

We have been fortunate to
have Síle Coleman completing
her placement at Violet Town
Kinder this year and look
forward to supporting her
transition to Early Childhood
Education, as we welcome her
into the Under 3’s program in
2021.

In 2020, we have been part of
Victorian Government 3YO
Kindergarten 15hrs roll out,
which we have embraced.

We have learnt a lot and will
be fine tuning our delivery of
an integrated 3 & 4YO
Kindergarten program.

2020 was also the year that
School Readiness Funding
rolled out, with this funding
we have been able to include
an Occupational Therapist,
Annie from Thrive OT, into our
program, Speech Pathologist
Claire, who during COVID, has
worked with educators
providing professional
development.

We have had a mentor coach,
Kay from Gowrie, who has
supported educators to build
professional capacity. 

We have been able to
purchase some inclusive
resources and build our
resource library, we hosted a
Key Word Sign workshop over
2 days, pre COVID, to support
educators, families and the
community support
communication skills.

We have also been able to
access some funding for
additional educators including
play therapy. 

This year one of our major
highlights was our Bush
Kindergarten program at
Shadforth Reserve and Euroa
Arboretum, with the support
of Cathy Olive. 

We have been able to support
our Bush Kinder program as it 

PAGE 63



Alice Clarke  
Early Childhood Teacher  
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STARS

Once upon a time, there were
5 Educators; Andrea, Maree,
Julie, Martine and Jenny. They
were so fortunate to work
with a fabulous kinder group
called the stars in the year
2020. 

They had a great time every
Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday exploring, learning
and playing. 

The stars were a lively bunch
and would often ask for
pop/modern music to dance to
or play along. 

They were heavily involved in
dramatic play, building and
craft. The educators often
joked that they were building
the pathways for the future
home and away cast. 

The group had some budding
artists and the Teachers were
also sure they would have a
famous painter/artist they
could claim one day.  

They really enjoyed stories
and having books read to them
for group time, often bringing
in their own from home to
share. 

The stars also had a really
special friend. His name was
Wilbur the Wombat. 

The children were very good at
looking after him and he even
got to go to each friend’s 

home for a week. It soon
became the highlight of the
week to come back to kinder
and share stories and photos
with the group. 

Then suddenly COVID hit.

 It meant the Teachers and
Children had to do things a
little differently, but they all
banded together, along with a
very supportive family group
who didn’t let the restrictions
get in the way for our
community of learners, to
continue to have a wonderful
kinder year. 

As soon as they were able to
leave kinder for an excursion,
the children excitedly took
part in footy day (thanks Chris
Pritchard), traffic school, local
walks to the park and the
most exciting the big end of
year celebration at the splash
park.

The children also really
enjoyed the 'Mr Ants show'
and Playball from the play
project as incursions. 

The end of year celebration
with families being able to be
in the service just was the
cheery on top as well.

What a wonderful year
celebrating our children who
went off into the world as
confident, enthusiastic and
involved learners.

We had a really special year
with our Aliens. 

Just for the record, on the
second session the children
chose the names Aliens. 

We had posed the question
“what do you know about
space” and that we had to
think of a name for our group.

One of the children suggested
aliens and they all cheered so
Jen and I looked at each other
and agreed. 

What started off with small
group with 8 children in term
1, we grew to 17 by term 4,
with COVID only affecting
these numbers for 2 short
weeks before families were
starting to come back. 

We found that as children
were turning 3 throughout the
year, Families wanted to enroll
them in the three-year-old
program. 

The children absolutely loved
finger/puppet play, and most
weeks we would introduce a
new song with puppets in
group time. 

The favorite was the
gingerbread man, where the
children all were given a part
of the story and for weeks, we
worked on this in role play and
storytelling.

ALIENS
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Thanks Maree, Julie, Martine
and Jenny for great year and
support and also Tanya and
Janine for your support from
the other side.
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The children were an outside
bunch and often they were
leading the program to be
outside.

Whether it be making rivers in
the sandpit, riding the bikes,
swings, obstacle course and
playing the speckled frog’s
song on the blue mats jumping
off the bridge. 

Thank you Aliens and Jenny
for a wonderful year. 
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COMETS &
UNICORNS

Maree Bordignon
Teacher  
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SUNS

A:
B:
C:
D:
E:
F:
G:
H:
I:
J:
K:
L:
M:
N:
O:
P:



Q:
R:
S:
T:
U:
V:
W:
X:
Y:
Z:
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